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The Power of the Lords and Com- 
mons in Parliament, &c, 


——— $l—— Loc as iq ae +4 ad " 


STR, 


"JO give you as ſhort an account of your De- 
- © firesasT can; I muſt crave leave to lay 
ou, as a Foundation, the Frame or Firſt 

Fr Model of. this State. _— 

When, after. the. Period of the Saxon Time, Ha. 
rald had .advanc'd himſelf, into the Royal Seat ; the 
Great men, (to -whom . but lately he was no more 
than Fqualeither in Fortune or Power) diſdaining this 
Act of Arrogancy and Ambition, called in W4;am 
Duke of Normandy, (the moſt Active Prince of any 
in theſe Weſtern Parts, and renowned for the Vifto- 
ries ,that he had ſucceſsfully Atchieved againſt. the. 
French King,” then the moſt Potent: Monarch ttt Eu- 
rope.) Wal”: WT, 
This Dake led along with him to this work of 
Glory many of the Tounger Sons of the belt Famz/zes 
of Normanaly , Picart and Flanders; who, . as 
Voluntiers,' accompany'd, the undertaking. of this 
Arann Air 

The ſarper being Slain, and the Crows, 'by 
War, gained ; to ſecure Certain to his Poſterity what 


he had'ſo Suddenly gotten, he ſhard out lis! Pur- 
"0 * - ""=$ > 


(4) 


chaſe retainining in Each County a Portion, to ſupport 
the Soveraign Dignity, which was tiled Demenia 
Regni; (now. the Ancient Demeſnes) and all;gning 
to others his ym ſuch Proper tions, as engag- 


er:t9 CALLE Soles f., their P hy | 
Service (luc K 7 ,495,in 4 Alms, 
were allot ry” FR, ef were texmed Ba- 


rones Regis, or the X13 ti Snape sbabders for 
the word Baro imported then no more. 
As the Xing to Theſe, ſo Theſe to their Followers, 


Subdivided part-of their Shqres into Knights-Fees, and 


their Tenants Were called, Barones Comitis, of the 
like; for we find, as in the X#i1z5 Wrir, fo in 7heirs, 
Baronibus ſuis al Francois & A4nglois, to. their Ba- 
rons, as well French as Engliſh; the Royal Gitts, 
for the moſt part, extending to, whole Counties or 
Hundreds ; an Fart being Lord of the One, anda Ba- 
rox 'of the Tiferiour Donations to Lords of Pownfhigs 
or Mannours. 

Andas the Land, ſp was aMo; the Courſe of Fudica- 
ture divided, eyen from the Meaneſt to the 25 heft 


Portion: - 'each Several had his Cour?t'of Law, prefery- 


ing {till the Cuſtom of our Anceffors the Saxons,who 


Jura per Pagos reddebant; diftributed Jultice through- : 


out each Village : And theſe were termed Court Bya- 
rons, or the reebolders Court, (twelve uſually 11 
gumber) who with the 7 hame, Of Chief, Lord, were 


Pages Le Hundred Cour was next, where the Zundre: 
f 5, or Aldermannus (Lord of the Hundred) with 
chief Lord of each 7ow»ſkip within their Limits, 
hg God's: People obſerved 7his Form; in the 
P ublick Centureoxis & Decaw Fudicabant P lebwos 0m- 


v2 


= 
i 2ampore, lutdreds and. Decennaries adminiftring 
fuſtics ts the People at all times. © oe | - 6 
1 The Gonnty-C 0urt,, Of Generale Plarttum.. Was the 
nexe+ 744 vos roſupply the Detect, or: remedy-the 
orvuption' bf the /»fepiaur: thor @/14,Curie Down 
Herum!' Probantus Alefecifſe , pentinet. ad : Vies-Coms; 
tem'/Provinciarum -; - wheve the: Awedred;Courti was 
found” Defeitive, matters were referr'd to the: Lord 
_ of the County. The FJudges here were Comtes © Ba: 
F0nes Comit tus, quit for va in bog, Terras habeant ; 
Barls and Barons of the County, that were Free:holders 
in the fame. 29:4 9011 15 92053917. 5:14 7 
'* The /aft and: Supreme Court, and a an to-oar ue- 
Rion, was Generale Placitum apud London, the General 
Conncillat London; Vniverſalis Synodus,the Univerſal 
Swe in ©harters of the Conqueraur, Cafiitalis Curie, 
the Capital Court ; by 'Glawuily Magnum & Commune 
ContHum coram Rego, © Maguatibues ſuis; the Great 
_ Common Council before:theFing and his. No: 
Les. By | mf : 
In the Rolls of Fenry the Third, 7t 1s not $74; 
tive, but ſummon'd by Proclamation. Edicitur Gene- 
tale P lgeitarsapud London { fays the Ropk bf A/iaa- 
a0; ) Whither Duces;\Principes; Satrapes Receres,. 
Caufidici ex omni parte confluxerunt ad iſt am Curianm, 
faith 'G/anw#, the General Afſembly was called. at 
Loydo#; whither Dukes, Princes, Peers, Rectors, and 
Lawyers reſorted from all. Quarters: - And, Cauſes 
were: referr'd' proprer aliquaru 'dubitationem. quie- emer- 
git in Comitatu cum Comitatus neſcit dijudicare ; upon 
any Queſtion or Difficulty which the County Court 
was notable to ſolve. Thus did Ethelweld, Riihop 
ante | F 


of Wincheſte#, transfer his Suit againſt Leoſine from 
the County ad Generale Placitum, or the- General 
Aſemlly:: In the time of King  Etheldred, Queen 
Edgine againſt Goda, from the County appealed to 
King 'Etheldred at London, Congregatis Principibus & 
Saprentibus Anglie, where the Princes and Wiſe Men 
of 'the"Land'were met together. A Suit between 
the Biſhops -of Wincheſter and Durham, in the time 
of S. Edward, Coram Epiſcopis & Principibus Regni in 
preſentia Regis ventilata & finita; was handled and 
determined-by-the Biſhops and Princes of the Realm 
in the preſence of the King. Ih tle roth -year. of 
the 'Conquerour, Epiſcopi,” Comites & Barones Regyi 
poteftate adverſis Provinciis, ad Vniverſalem Synodum, 
pro cauſis audjendis & traftandis, convocati; the Bi- 
ſhops,' Earls -and Barons:.of the Realm, &c,; being 
aſſembled* ar the: Uniyerfal' Council to. hear and. de- 
termine Controverkhiess (ſays the Book of Weſtmin- 
fter.) And This continued all' along in the ſucceed- 
ing Kings Reign, until toward the end of Z7exry 
the Third. \ ixec| 1 te a «jtt 7c 


A I this Great Court or Council, (conſiſting of the 
King and ' Birons )'ruFd-the ymportant Aﬀeairs of 
State, and controlled all Interiour Courts; ſo were 
there certain Officers, whoſe tranſcendant Power 
'ſeem'd -to be. ſet: for the circumſcribing the Exe- 
cution of the Princes:Will ; as the Steward, Conſta- 
Ze, and Marſhal, fix d.upon Famiftes in!Fee,:for ma; 
ny Ages. They (as 7ribunes of the People, ar. Epho- 
77 among the Lacedemonians) growing by unman- 
1y Courage terribleto Manarchy, tell at the feet and 

mercy 
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mercy of the King, when the daring Earl of Zez- 
cefter was ſhin at Eveſham. i RAE LNG 2 
"This Chance, and the dear Experience #7. the Third 
himſelf had'made'at the Par/zament at Oxford, in the 
 fortieth year of his Reign; together with the Memo- 3 
ty of the many ſtraits his Father was driven unto, 
eſpecially at Rumny-Mead near Stanes; brought this 
King to bezza whit his Succeſſors fortunately iiſh'd ; 
In _/eſenivg the Strength and- Power -oÞihis Great 
Lords.. ' And this was effected by ſearchinginto'the. ,._. .- 
Regality they had uſurped over*their peculzar Sove- 
raiens, whereby they were found to be(as.the Book 
of St. 4/bans termeth them) quot-. Dominz;itot Zyran- 
i, how many Lords,” fo "many! Tyamts:;.iand by 
weakening that Zfluence and Sway. which: they car- 
ryed in the Par/iaments, by commanding the $erwice 
of. many X#nights, Citizens, and” Burgefſes; tothe Grear 
"Council. HT 1 COMIC DAG Lal 27] 1554 
Now began the frequent ſending of F/rits tothe 
Commons ; Their aſſent' not only uſed in Money, 
Charge, and making Laws, (tor, before, all Ordinan- 
ves paſsd ;by the #ag and Peers) but their Con- 
ſent allo in 4 ents of all Qualities whether; Czoz/ 
'or Criminal. '-In-proof 'whereof F williproduce, ſome 
few ſucczeding Preſidents out of Record.” 530 
When' Adamor (that proud- Prelate of Wincheſter, Eb. $. AL. 
- theKings Zaff Brother)had aggrieved the Stateby his y,,. £1. 20. 
formidable Pyſo/exce; he was banithed, by the joynt 5, 47. 44. 
ſentence of the Xixg, -the Lords, and Cammonrs. - And H. ;. 
this appeareth expreſly;, by the Zerrer ſent. to: Pope 
' Alexander the Fourth, who-expoſtulated a: Revoratzor 
of him fram Exile becauſe he was a Charch-man, and 
{a 
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Ce 
ſoriot Subjet-to any Cenſure: In 7his the (an 
is Sz Dominus Rex aut Majores Regni hoc wellent (m 
ing.liis Aevytation) Communitas tangn, . Jefius 1h = 
3d: Hugiramijam \Nailatenns Juſtiueret.'; 3, thous Yo 
_ #ingand Lords ſhould conſent. to TED para Alfie 
would the Commons never allow of it. The Peers.Sub- 
icribe this Anfwer with .theur Names, and. Perrys o. 
Mountford Dice TotiusCommunitatis, as peaks v0, Pro 
. Tor of therCommons. - 
Charta Orig. For by: that: ;$tilt 'Str Toby 7; toft (Protecutiy) 
ſu Sigil. Ar. affirmeth-under his Arms the Deed of Entail of the 
8. H.4 Crownsby Xing Hen:the fourth, in the cighth year 
of hisReigny tor allthe.Gommors, — 

\ | PheBanithmentof:the ty oSpencers, inthe fiſtgenth 
of F dwi 2d.-Provates;*Comites,, © Barones, & les. au- 
tres Peepes wear Fernres ©' Commanes rele. R oyaulme, 
the iPretates; Earles\ahd Barons, and the rel of. the 
Peers of the Realm,andCommons of the Lanc do; give 
Content and! Sontertoe to the;Revocati eas Reverſe- 
ment of the Former. Sentence, the and Com- 

| mons aocord ; and ſoit;is expreng, 1 the Ro//, 

Ber. Part. - "To the firſt of. Edw. the 3d: wh ior the 

15 Fa. 3. Widdow of 'Srr Fol dec Barn I > omg d.1n- Par * 
wel 2. wear, that Flugh, Spences: the,.Y. aunger, Robert 

dock, and Wilkam Cle: his Inſtr, nts had. by Pa 

- refs \forcd her | to- make a. Writing to. the "King, 

whereby ſhe was deſpoiled' of all her Inheritance; 

. .- Sentence is. given. for her in theſe: words ;* Pur ceo 

4 ! gb. AVIS oft. al Emefques, Counts, &. Raroys,,. & Altres 

"Grandes,' ©: a tout Cominalte 4 a, Terre,..q e Te-dit 

feript eſt : fair” contre Ley & tout... manere. e Raiſon, 


| faiſt le dit Efeript per agard del Parliament dampue 
ello- 


(91) 

alloquens, al tfore a Ja dit Elizabeth, Foraſmuch 'as iti , .. 
prac uato the Biſho - Earls; and. Barons;;:and- p c go by _ 

FEAT omalty- of the -Land, thatxthe ſai Wri- ,, _. ... Ro 
ting ip Cad all Law and NN x Oy” 

"Ig by Balan, Tc. = vc 2 il L 


Ta 4n. 4 " Bu. 3: it Rp * nd the Prela Þarli- 
Pope, that tothe Sentence given agaitiſizzhe\ Elf gf 1- Ea-3- 
\ Ren; the; Commons' were: Fartids5.99 well ags the (Rob Ut: 

{ Lords, and Peers; for the;King ditefed: rlicir Pro-* 

| Rel a in theſe words,. Cn, Ba-* 

| eonibus, © alis de: Communitate:udrfti.Regyi'ad Par-- 
liamentum illud_ congregatis.'injanveinues j\\ut */ w_ 

| Viſcernergut; © judicarenty quad Riviows @ ; Lge | 
copuenirgt , habere pra Oculis: fallums” Deund, gu” 3bhts - . 
| concord tnquimi.- ſententia'tamjvamiReuwn OrÞnies ig: Y 
fe Majeſtatis-morts - adjudicarent\ \ejus:ſomenun;” G6; | 
We have. commanded the:Earls, Peers; Barons;' 'and 
others of the Commonalty of the ſaid Realm alſem-- 
bled in Parliament, to determine in this matter ac- | 
cording to Reaſon,and-Fuſtice, =iavkdg only Gbthte- 
fore their Eyes;,'and by-an- unanimous: conſent! they - 
have ſentenced him. to th; ce of ng. 


ous. (6! rh 
ofl4 63 22) i: X aA oft b 
| Wheg'jo the- ac wat” of Bebs he torts Had Pol. 4s 5: | 
| pronounc'd. the Sentence: againſt: Oe ated L305 0- Edw. 3- 


therwiſe than. the: Commons; 'agreed, they appeal- 
ed to the King;' and had Redreſs, =_ tay entence 
—_— to their Deſires. 1 


© "When, ; 1n the firſt Yan by Kicked ihe, Second]: 


q B ; Will. 


C19) 
. ,- Will Weſton, and John Fennings, were Arraiptied in 
T” : Ob Parhament tor: pi wn, ht Forts of the 
3-86 3. 5. Sings; the. Commons were' Parties to the Seritehee' 
again them given. as appeareth by a' Memprandum' 
annexed to That Record. - In the 'firft of Ze. the. 
Fourth, although the Commons referre, by Proteſta- 
'F0h, theproncuncin m_ the Sentente of Dopoſition 
EEE . "againſt: King Richard the Secorid uinto- the-Lotds $ 
©-+1 + yet; are they equally Interreſſed in it ; as appearcth 
by the: iRerord :- For: there are: made Prottors, of 
Cermeſedrers tor the whole Pat liamient,ont Biſhop, ONE 
Abbor; one Eart, one Barow, and two Knights (Oray' 
and Erpingham) for. the Commons. And to infer that 
bermnls rhe Zaiak .ptonouned: the Senterice; th 
| point "of Ne uld be onl \'s Theirs, WErFe- a$- 
BD abſur'd;agto ils that no Authority was veſted 
j i8ady. other ears rr”. Oyer and Terminer; thar 
1 } it; #he- ra that Man x acily that res” the 
3 dentence:!.. L ri —_ 143 
-5B TITIECT! ic fi onion 32h 07 
Inte 24; > rc The Petition of the Chbimone 
h nolaipohain ir Righy! thiey had ts 42 and 
by” 4 to:alt:thinpsan'Pay: Cy {and f6 it is am | 
fwerd by the Xing. And had not the adjournerd-Roll - 
of the Zigher-Fouſe been left to the ſole Entry of the 
DB 'n-Vient of: Edie Sper B02, (wins either out © rteglet 
> toobſerve due. Film; oron ſer purpoſe'ts obſcure the 
Commons-;Boghty, andrto flatter the? Power bf theſe: 
who he immediately ſerved, omitted 'them,) there 
EL would have been frequent Examples of all Times to- 
Fo clear This doxbr, and to preſerve a. ju!t tereſt to 
[ tlie Continon Health. And how cotiventehtly'ir ae 
wit 


= 


'S» i 


with Monarchy to maintain "This Form, leſt others 
of that well-fram'd Body knit under one Head, 
ſhould ſwell too Great and Monſtrous, may be 
ſeen with half an Eye; zt being (in my Opinion) 
at leaſt equally Liable to ſuffer a-treſh under an 4ri- 
ftocracy, as a Democracy. 


S 7 R, 
T1 am 


: Tour moſt humble Servant. 
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